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are there few clouds, but there are seldom those
vapours which give a semi-visionary character
to our English landscape; you miss the bloom
of that landscape, you miss its countless asso-
ciations, its social allusions impressed by spire^
manor-house, and cottage, the fair order of
fields, the domesticity of guarded nooks ; but
you enjoy in the place of these an amplitude
and majesty of which we know nothing* These
are especially the characteristics of Attica, which
consists, not of valleys, but of twelve wide
plains or basins, each encompassed by its moun-
tain walls, and most of them washed by the sea.
I often left the carriage on my way to
Eleusis to mount an eminence and study the
character of Athenian scenery. All around
me lay a scene grave at once and lovely, and
glistening in the sunshine with a brilliancy that
made me rejoice that the predominant growth
was not of a kind to reflect the sunbeans mote
fiercely than the lavender-coloured thyme.
(SkfcL&g upon a scene expanded around you like
a map,, your eye is caught here and there by